VI

A MOUNTAIN TOWN. IN FRANCEi

A FRAGMENT

1879

Originally intended to sewe as the opening chapter of
' Travels with a Donkey in the Ceoennes.9

LE MONASTIEU is the chief place of a hilly canton
in Haute Loire, the ancient Velay. As the name
betokens, the town is of monastic origin; and it still
contains a towered bulk of monastery and a church
of some architectural pretensions, the seat of an arch-
priest and several vicars. It stands on the side of a
hill above the river Gazeille, about fifteen miles from
Le Puy, up a steep road where the wolves sometimes
pursue the diligence in winter. The road, which is
bound for Vivarais. passes through the town from end
to end in a single narrow street; there you may see
the fountain where women fill their pitchers; there
also some old houses with carved doors and pediments
and ornamental work in iron. For Monastier, like
Maybole in Ayrshire, was a sort of country capital,
where the local aristocracy had their town mansions
for the winter; and there is a certain baron still alive
and, I am told, extremely penitent, who found means

1 Reprinted by permission of John Lane.
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